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Hello friends,
Summer is here. Visitors from India have started making their trips to this
country, and families here are looking forward to their vacation plans.
Maharashtra Foundation completed another year. Maharashtra Foundation
(MF)’s Annual General Body meeting takes place every year in the last
week of July. This year’s Annual General Body meeting will be on Sunday,
28th July 2013. The agenda and the previous year’s accounts are included
in this issue of the newsletter.
Punit Marathe has completed her 3-year term on MF board. Her recent
promotion as Executive Director at Bristol Myers Squibb Research Center
and her professional commitments force her not to continue on MF Board
of Directors for another term and so there will be one open position on the
MF Board of Directors. The process of nomination for the position is given
in this issue.
Madhura Maner from Pragat Shikshan Sanstha (PSS) visited New Jersey
and I met with her. MF is doing a project with PSS and it was interesting to
get the details about the project from her. Maharashtra Foundation’s
projects are progressing well with a minor snags.
Khedkar project is the largest project MF has undertaken in partnership
with Yusuf Meherally Center (YMC). In the recent past, many non-profit
organizations in India lost their FCRA certificates from the Government of
India and YMC was one of these NGOs. YMC has re-obtained the
certificate now and the construction work on the Khedkar project has
resumed. There are minor delays in acquiring permits and procuring raw
material and other such hurdles that are affecting the progress of the
project.
Maharashtra Foundation held a fund raising event in Orlando, Florida on
19th May 2013. The event was a big success even more than anticipated.
This event has set a new precedence that many small local organizations
can come together to host a successful event, create awareness about
Foundation’s work and create a donor base. This success can be repeated
in other parts of the country.
Annual fund raising event will be held in the end of October 2013 in New
Jersey. When we start thinking about the fund raising event, it is with the
thought of “Giving”. It is amazing how our simple act of giving can improve
our relationships, our happiness and our entire life. We can give most
effectively by choosing the right times, places, causes and people to give
to. So please watch for the fund raising event date in October, 2013.
Lastly I need to clarify one thing. In my presidential note in March 2013
issue of MF newsletter, I inadvertently made following statement. “… And
then in November we voted Obama for the second term president.”
Though this statement may be construed as Maharashtra Foundation
helped Obama being re-elected as President, in no way I wanted to
convey that meaning. I want to make it emphatically clear that MF is not a
political forum and MF does NOT support any political party. I was simply
stating a reality and by “we” I meant “we the Americans“. I am extremely
sorry if my statement conveyed false sense.

- Shaila Vidwans
(President, Maharashtra Foundation)
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Maharashtra Foundation’s Annual General Body Meeting, July 28, 2013

Shirish Gupte
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Nominations for a position on the
Board of Directors of Maharashtra Foundation

MF Constitution-By-Laws to be Amended

Nominations are invited from members of Maharashtra
Foundation (MF) for ONE position to serve on the Board of
Directors (BoD) of MF for a three-year term beginning in August
2013. Only Benefactor members, Patron members, Life members
and 2012 annual members are eligible to serve on the MF BoD.
Please send in your written nomination and a brief bio- data to
the following address by US mail:
Maharashtra Foundation
c/o Vasumati Deshpande
4110 Lakeshore Forest Dr,
Missouri City, TX 77459.
Or you can send your written nomination and a brief
bio data in email to BOTH email addresses:
secretary@maharashtrafoundation.org AND
vicepresident@maharashtrafoundation.org.
All nominations must be either emailed or be mailed by US mail
on or before 14th July 2013. Any nomination post marked later
than 14th July 2013 will not be valid. All valid nominations and
method of voting will be posted on the MF website by 19th July
2013.
Members of the BoD are expected to contribute and participate
in the volunteer work related to preparation of appeals for
donations, brochures, mass mailing, organizing fund raisers,
maintaining accounts, updating mailing lists etc. It is also
expected the BoD members attend monthly meetings. For
additional information, please contact:
secretary@maharashtrafoundation.org

Article 7 of the MF Articles of Organization states in part
the following:
7. Resolutions and Amendments to Articles of
Organization or by-laws, etc.
The BoD may propose - by a simple majority vote of
BoD members, resolutions at the Annual General
Body Meeting either to amend or expand the Articles
of Organization or by-laws. ……..
The MF BoD passed a resolution unanimously at its April
2013 meeting that Article 12 of the MF By-Laws be
amended as follows (add underlined statement):
12. A donor must be a member of MF. He may
recommend a charitable organization to MF. The
donor shall be responsible for providing all
reasonable information requested by BoD. This
request will be reviewed by BoD and the donor
will be informed within five (5) weeks after it has
received all information requested, if the
organization is eligible to receive MF donation.
MF will deduct 5% from the donation received
from subscriber members (for recommended
charitable organizations not a part of MF
sponsored project(s) for that year) for MF
sponsored projects and expenses.
This resolution needs to be voted upon and approved by
a simple majority of the General Body members present,
in order for the By-Laws to be amended.
- Shirish Gupte (MF Board Member)

Farewell

MF found new partners in Florida

After serving on the board of Directors of Maharashtra
Foundation (MF) as a treasurer for past three years, Punit
Marathe is retiring from the MF Board. She is afraid that her
professional commitments at work will prohibit her from
devoting the required time to fulfill her duties as the treasurer.
Dr. Punit Marathe is currently an executive director, Metabolism
and Pharmacokinetics at Bristol-Myers Squibb. She has also
served as President of Marathi Vishwa, New Jersey for two years
and trustee for six years. A very brilliant student, Punit has
always been the topper in her class, and stood first in the S.S.C.
board examination. She has proved to have an extra-ordinary
career in her field. She was very diligent in her work as MF’s
treasurer. We will miss her on MF Board of Trustee, and we wish
her all the best.
- Shaila Vidwans

Recently, something very special happened on May 19 th, 2013.
Four local Marathi Mandals in Florida came together and
hosted a fund raising event for Maharashtra Foundation (MF)
under the leadership of Kishor Pathare. They generated over

Important information about sending US
postal mail to MF’s PO Box Address

$5000 in donation during the event. It was very critical for MF
to bring its work to the area. The ultimate goal of reaching out
to the donor base in that part of the country was very important
and the local well-wishers and volunteers made it a reality.
Maharashtra Foundation appreciates the initiative of Kishor,
the enthusiasm of artists of Kalashri of Boston, the efforts and
the support of executive committee members of all Mandals,
all volunteers, and the soul of Foundation- its donors. This note
is to thank all involved in the event.
- Shaila Vidwans

If you are sending any piece of mail by US Postal service to
Maharashtra Foundation’s PO Box address, please
address it to Maharashtra Foundation and NOT to any
individual’s name. If the MF mail piece is addressed to an
individual’s name, instead of Maharashtra Foundation, it
gets returned to the sender. Please make a note of this.
3

June,

2013

Maharashtra Foundation Inc. Financial Report as of December 31, 2012

Note: These are unaudited account statements. The audited accounts will be available,
upon request, at the Maharashtra Foundation’s Annual General meeting, July 28, 2013.
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MF Fund-Raiser Event in Florida
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3. SWADHAR SHELTER HOME: Many a times, the society
fails to respond to the needs of women in difficult circumstance
like widows, destitute and deserted women, women ex-prisoners
victims of sexual abuse and crimes, including those trafficked
and rescued from brothels, migrant or refugee women who have
been rendered homeless due to natural calamities, mentally
challenged women, women victims of terrorist violence
etc. Often lack of family support, and Social stigma drives such
women out of the system to lead lives of sub human existence.
More often vulnerable women in distress end up as beggars or
prostitutes for their own survival and at times for survivals and
maintenance of their dependent children. The SWADHAR
Scheme purports to address the specific vulnerability of each of
group of women in difficult circumstances through a Homebased holistic and integrated Approach.
The SWADHAR Kendra offers primary need of shelter, food,
clothing and care; emotional support and counseling; social and
economical rehabilitation through education, awareness, skills’
up-gradation and personality development through behavioral
training; and arranges for specific clinical, legal and other
support;
4. Youth Wellness Camp of 2013 at Jnana Prabodhini –
Harali: MF conducted it’s 3rd, annual Youth Wellness Camp
for Jnana Prabodhini (Harali) students in partnership with Share
and Care Foundation (SCF). During the 4-day camp, the
doctors examined about 400 students. The pediatricians did
thorough examinations identifying acute illness and special
conditions. Overall, the students' personal cleanliness habits
were satisfactory. The camp was definitely a success in creating
health awareness amongst the residential children.
5. Stree Mukti Sanghatana: Education Promotion for the
Children of Waste Picker Families - Parisar Vikas is a program
for the upliftment of 2000 waste picker women in Mumbai.
Women are being trained in environmental entrepreneurship
program which includes skills in composting, gardening,
leadership development and formation of cooperative etc. They
are helped in education of their children, access to micro credit,
health care and hygiene, and Literacy skills.
6. HALO Medical Foundation – Andur: Slum health project This project in partnership with Halo Medical foundation. The
project will train self-help group members in primary maternal
health care and through them promote health awareness among
the pregnant women in slums of Solapur city. One trained
women will cover population of 1000 i.e. the pregnant women
among the 1,000.
7. Shree Hanuman Vyayam Prasarak Mandal (HVPM):
Employment generation program for tribal youth The following Trades in the project are presently in progress:
Tailoring for 20 students
Gardening for 20 students
Cotton Threading with Charkha for 20 students
The equipment for each trade is purchased. These trades will
enable students to be either employed by the traders or they can
be self employed. The students are responsive and keenly
interested to learn and become experts in their trades. After
completion of the course, certificates will be awarded to the
successful candidates and the center will try to provide
employment through the placement cell, and also guide and
motivate them for self employment.
- Sharayu, Tulpule (Vice President, Maharashtra Foundation)

In Association with Kalashri of Boston, Marathi Mandal of
Orlando; Jacksonville; South Florida; and Tampa Bay, organized
Maharashtra Foundation (MF)’s fund-raiser event on May 19th
2013, at Community Hall of Hindu Society of Central Florida.
Kishor Pathare from Orlando was chief coordinator of the
event. MF sponsored - ‘जावई माझा भला’ a hilarious evergreen, Two-Act-Marathi Play written by well-known play-writer
Ratnakar Matkari.
On behalf of MF, Satyajit Vaidya presented MF’s work and
made appeal for support. The event was well received and was
successful in terms of creating awareness about MF’s work in
Florida Marathi community, and on spot donations. Lead
members from the Florida area’s four Marathi Mandals were:
Orlando:
Vaibhav Joshi , Prashant Saoji
Jacksonville: Vikas Hawaldar, Raj Salvi
South Florida: Sheela Sogul, Nandini Bhide
Tampa Bay: Vrushali Pendharkar, Medha Phadnis
The event was attended by 200+ people representing Florida
Area- Marathi Mandals. Also the committee members of four
Marathi Mandals put forth coordinated efforts to make this event
successful. Kishor Pathare provided valuable contribution as
a coordinator, local host and assisting program logistics - stage,
venue and numerous details to make the event a grand success!

MF Projects - 2013 - Overview
Maharashtra Foundation (MF) sponsors and gives grants to
various NGO’s engaged in the social and educational activities
primarily in the poor and economically depressed areas. MF
supported projects in 2013 are described below:
1. Sadhana Village: Over the past 17 years, Sadhana Village
operates a facility about 40 Kms from Pune near Pirangut.
Sadhana village runs an innovative center for residential care of
adults with mental disabilities, referred to as special friends. It
works on an innovative concept of integration of mentally
challenged adults with activities indigenous to rural families in
the KolvanValley in Pune district. There are over 30 such adults
living in four independent houses. These houses are managed by
a trained live-in house leader and visiting volunteers. Perhaps
the most striking feature of this initiative is that it provides a
good quality of life with freedom, dignity, and affection to the
neglected class of our society.
2. The Pragat Shikshan Sanstha (PSS) of Phaltan: The
Pragat Shikshan Sanstha (PSS) of Phaltan in Satara District
about 110 Kms from Pune is a well known organization involved
primarily in educational programs from pre-primary (Balwadi)
through 10th grade of high school in Phaltan. The elementary and
high school enjoys wide support by the local and surrounding
areas due to its high quality education, smaller size of class and
dedicated teachers. PSS, in support of MF has just started a
comprehensive educational and health training program named
“Potli Project” for the target population of parents of infants and
children under age 3 years, in the economically depressed area
in and around Phaltan. (Details of this project are on page 7. )
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MF’s Some upcoming Events

Visitor from Pragat Shikshan Sanstha
Recently Madhura
Maner from Pragat
Shikshan Sanstha
visited New Jersey and
I had opportunity to
meet her. She
explained the Potli
Project. This year
Maharashtra
Foundation (MF) has
selected a project
called “Potli”. The
Potali Project with
financial support from
MF will educate parents
and train sakhis (friends) who will go from house to house.
The Sakhis will spend 30-45 minutes with each child and
her care-giver will play with the child using toys from
‘Potali’ (a bag) to bring about sensory stimulation and
language development. The Sakhis will make the
care-givers aware of the importance of quality interaction
and give them the knowledge and skills necessary for it.
They will also address general problems like health,
nutrition, hygiene, needs of children etc. Currently 60
families will benefit from this program. The impact of the
program is that there is more awareness about cleanliness
of the surrounding. Parents are more enthusiastic and are
willing to take initiative in the children’s well-being.
- Shaila Vidwans

* Annual Fund Raising Event
October 26, 2013 in New Jersey
*Social Service & Literature Awards Ceremony,
January 11, 2014 in Pune
Please look out for more details.
*Youth Wellness Camp, Jan 12-15, 2014
at Jnana Prabodhini, in Harali: Maharashtra
Foundation and Share and Care Foundation (SCF) will
hold its 4th “Youth Wellness Camp” at Jnana Prabodhini,
Harali during Jan 12-15, 2014. This is a well-planned
hands-on program with a focus on development or rural
youth. The U. S. based medical professionals volunteer
their time and work with volunteers and doctors from
India for four days. Medical doctors, dentists, pediatric
ans and volunteers are encouraged to join the camp. For
more information, Please contact: Vasumati Deshpande
email: secretary@maharashtrafoundation.org

Growing by Sharing
One - U.S. NRI couple celebrated their son’s first birthday
last month, bereft of any lavish spending. Instead, the
$4,000 amount saved on the party and gifts, was donated
for a noble cause, through the NGO for rehabilitation
schemes for the deserving, Vidarbha- farmers’ widows.
Indeed, a small thing a person does can mean a lot in
another person's life.
- Vinata Kulkarni

For us, it’s all about you and your needs.
Prakash Velankar, 1111 Marcus Avenue, Suite 100 Financial Professionals providing
ChFC Lake Success, NY 11042
Financial consultant Tel: (516) 358-3968
prakash.velankar@axa-advisors.com Fax: (516) 488-1081
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