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Happy Diwali! Thank you all for actively supporting Maharashtra
Foundation (MF). With your help we are able to continue carrying out MF
mission of - Improved Access to Education, Health and Women’s Rights
in India. We are grateful for your involvement and generous donations in
2009, despite the Great Recession!

Executive Committee:

President: Arundhati Vinod
Tel: (201)-568-5976.
Email: president@maharashtrafoundation.org

We are looking forward to working with your support, this year as well.
We held our MF ‘Annual General Body’ meeting on July 25, 2010.
Attendants first approved the minutes from 2009- ‘Annual General Body
Meeting.’ Then Dr. Arundhati Vinod, presented president's report, and MF
projects’ reports. Shaila Vidwans then presented the treasurer's report.
Punit Marathe, was elected as the MF Treasurer, and Anirudha Kinare
and Ankush Karnik, were elected as members of the MF executive
committee (EC). We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the
outgoing EC members Rajan Marathe, Arun Adya and Atul
Tulsibaghwale for their excellent work.

Vice-President: Shaila Vidwans
Tel: (609)-336-7239
Email: vicepresident@maharashtrafoundation.org

Secretary: Sharayu Tulpule
Tel: 860-674-8953
Email: secretary@maharashtrafoundation.org

Treasurer: Punit Marathe
Tel: 609-468-5012
Email: treasurer@maharashtrafoundation.org

Recently, MF held a meeting with its past EC members. It was a valuable
gathering that produced some new ideas and guidance about MF
administration, fund-raising events, and partnerships with other
organizations.

Members:

Project Coordinator: Sunanda Mane:
Project Coordinator & Public Relations:

Anjali Limaye
Newsletter & Website: Vinata Kulkarni

Email: editor@maharashtrafoundation.org
Joint Treasurer: Ankush Karnik
Website & Fund Raising: Anirudha Kinare
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One idea we are particularly excited about is a new project that we have
initiated with the Stri-Mukti Sangathana (SMS) in Maharashtra. It
involves providing financial support to the children of sanitation workers
in Mumbai. We had a meeting with Mrs. Jyoti Mhapsekar, president of
SMS, on September 26, 2010, who was in New York City as an invited
guest for a conference hosted by the Clinton Global Initiative. Mrs.
Mhapsekar and Sharada Sathe are the on-site administrators of the project
that will assist the children of sanitation workers, especially girls, to
complete their basic education and/or occupational training.
We look forward to see you and your family and friends at the forthcoming ‘Annual Fund-Raising’ event on November 13th 2010 at the
Ukranian Center. We are featuring outstanding speakers and a unique
dance program.
Friends, your donations, both big and small, and especially, your personal
involvement are MF’s biggest assets. We are counting on your continuing
support! Once again, we wish you ‘Happy Diwali’ and Prosperous New
year!
Thank you,
Executive Committee, Maharashtra Foundation
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Introduction of Guest Speakers - invited for
Maharashtra Foundation’s Fund Raising Event, November 13, 2010

Mr. Carl Pope is the chairman of the Sierra Club, the oldest and the largest environmental
NGO, established by John Muir 121 years ago.. He serves on the Board of Directors of many
organizations. After graduating from Harvard, he spent two years as a peace corpse volunteer
in, Bihar, where he helped communities & families address human & environmental impact of
over population. He is a veteran leader in environmental movement and is an ‘energy &
environment’ expert. At the present time Mr Pope along with Mr Jamshed Godrej is trying to
establish a friendly dialogue between USA & INDIA on environmental & energy issues.
Pope has worked with the Sierra Club for more than 30 years, and has served as a board
member for other organizations, including the National Clean Air Coalition, California
Common Cause, and Public Interest Economics Inc. He has served as Political Director for
Zero Population Growth.
Pallavi Amte is a young social worker working at Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Warora.
MSS is a Public Charitable Trust, founded by the internationally known Human Rights
Activist & Peace Worker, Baba Amte in the year 1949, towards treatment, training and
psycho-socio-economic rehabilitation of leprosy patients. Since 2005, after her marriage
to Kaustubh, Palalvi started working as a volunteer with MSS. Since then, overseeing
public relations, internal human resource management and various productive activities
of MSS are her areas of work. She is about to finish her law degree in Legislative Law.
Kaustubh Amte after qualifying as a Chartered Accountant & Company Secretary,
started working as a volunteer (Finance Resource Person) with MSS. After dealing with
Internal Audit, preparation of annual budget and maintaining liaison with Income Tax /
Sales Tax Department, Charity Commissioner, External Auditors, Bankers, Corporate
Institutions & Various Suppliers/Dealers for first few years, he is now responsible for
overall supervision of the Administration, Finances and Accounts of MSS.
Dr Anand Bang believes that his life in Gadchiroli since childhood and his work
in SEARCH have enabled him to identify the unmet health and social needs of
people, Most of these problems are global. Therefore he feels that the challenge as
well as opportunity before him is to study these public health and social problems
and develop solutions. He dreams to contribute to improving the life of the poor
and marginalized people in India. The people of Gadchiroli are his immediate
partners for learning and serving. He wants to shape himself as a knowledge
activist to improve the health of local people and develop solutions for social
problems faced by rural and tribal communities. He has finished his MPH from
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health in 2009 and works as a medical officer at
SEARCH.
Aditi Bhagwat- A young budding artist who deeply loves and respects the rich cultural heritage
that our country is adorned with. Aditi Bhagwat is the disciple of Padmashri Dr.Roshan Kumari
and represents the Jaipur style of Kathak. She is also under the able guidance of Smt. Nandita Puri
and is receiving training in taal and laikari from Pt. Kalinath Mishra. The driving force behind her
dance is her mother Smt. Ragini Bhagwat who too is trained in classical singing. Having secured
an MA in Psychology, Aditi has also acquired the degree of ‘Nritya Alankar(MA) from the
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya. She has received the title of ‘NALANDA NRITYA NIPUN’ from the
Nalanda Dance and Research Academy, Mumbai. Aditi has enthralled audiences in India and
abroad in the USA, Australia, Singapore, London, Spain New Zealand. She has had the
opportunity to experiment with traditional and other innovative disciplines of music and world
music using Kathak and lavani with Jazz maestro Louiz Banks, renowned percussionist Sivamani,
Jazz music composer Merlin D’souza for Kathak-Jazz/Lavni-Jazz concerts.
2

महाराष्टर् फौंडे शन, आक्टो.,२०१०

3

महाराष्टर् फौंडे शन,आक्टो.,२०१०

List of MF Donors, 2010
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List of NGOS receiving Donations from Maharashtra Foundation, 2010
The donors of Maharashtra Foundation (MF) send their donations to the charities of their choice. Thus, many NGOs in
Maharashtra/India receive donations from MF every year. Following is a list of NGOs that received donations in 2010. If the
NGO to which you would like to send donation is not on this list, that does not mean you cannot send your donations to them.
Please check with us if the charity of your choice has permission to receive funds from Maharashtra Foundation.

Does Your Company Match Your Charitable Donation?
Here is a list of companies through which Maharashtra Foundation receives matching donations. If name of the company
where you work is not in the list, please inquire how you can get matching donations from your company.

MF Past & Current EC members’ Luncheon-cum Get together
On 29th August 2010 Sunday, some of the current and past
office bearers of Maharashtra Foundation met for a casual
lunch cum get-together at Tava restaurant in Piscataway NJ.
Arundhati Vinod, Shaila Vidwans, Anjali Limaye, Pradeep
Limaye, Prabodh Lele, Vinaya Lele, Deodatta Wadke,
Shirish Gupte, Rajan Gadkari, Kamalakar Pendse, Ankush
and Samita Karnik, Darshana Gupte, Anushree Karnik, and
Ashok Vidwans attended the luncheon. It was an informal
get-together. The intent was to bring together the old-time
and current office bearers of MF so that going forward the
organization would gain from past experience. Many points
were discussed including communication, personal
relationship and feedback from donors, investment
strategies, creating awareness amongst the community
5

regarding foundations’ activities, fund raising efforts.
One very good suggestion was that besides continuing
supporting the social work done in India, MF should
consider being more actively involved in similar work
done in USA. One concern was that since the younger
generation of Indian immigrants is indifferent towards
MF activities, what can be done to keep MF active.
Members of every long standing organization perceive a
gap of communication between the old timers and current members. This luncheon helped build new bridges
of communication.
-Shaila Vidwans
Vice President, Maharashtra Foundation
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MF Projects’ Highlights 2010

MF is supporting the following New Projects:

In 2010, the Foundation continued following MF
sponsored projects:

Education Promotion Project for the Children of
waste picker families:

Anti Human Trafficking -

Making education as a right and therefore compulsory is a
good policy but this alone is not helping the poor students.
These children lack proper environment, family interest
and support, financial assistance. The experience of Stree
Mukti Sanghatana (SMS) in working with the
economically and socially backward communities reveals
that it is not enough to have a short-term project of year to
year educational support to the students. We have to make
concentrated and intensive efforts on the specifically
identified adolescent youth (girls and boys) in specified
localities for a minimum of 10 years with periodical
reviews and assessment of effective implementation of
the project.
To break the vicious circle of poverty and illiteracy, SMS
proposed a project to distributing educational material to
at least one child in each family on a one-to-one basis. The
set of material will consist of notebooks, textbooks, school
uniform, stationery, etc. (up to secondary school children)
or provide for annual fees (for children learning in higher
secondary school and above). The project funds will also
be used to provide special coaching and/or vocational
training such as computer skills for students.
Internationally, the contribution can be in units of $25,
$50 and $ 100. With a funding of Rs. 5.5 lakhs, SMS will
be able to cover the above services for 250 students of
various age groups every year. Under this project, 70 %
girls and 30% boys will be covered. The duration of the
project is long term, say at least seven to ten years. This
will enable a child entering school’s First Grade in the
current year to learn under this project at least up to 10th
Grade.
Health Check up & Referral Service for Children
This is to join hands with ‘Share and Care’, U.S based
NGO to conduct health check up and referral service
camps for the school going children.
The cost per camp is $ 5000 to $ 6000 which covers about
1000 students.
Solar Energy Facility to enrich Educational Institute
This project is about NGO- Shree Hanuman Vyayam
Prasarak Mandal, Amravati 444605. This is for
installation of solar lamps in one of the residential ashram
schools for about 200 tribal students. The school is located
at Hatru, Dharni Tahsil at Amravati District in
Maharashtra. The school claims that this will help
address the power outage, safety issue at the school.
Three solar lamps are proposed at the cost of Rs. 105,000
lakhs (@ Rs. 35000 each) i.e. approximately $ 2,333 .

People’s Institute for Rural Development (PIRD,
$15K )
Apne Aap ($12K) focuses on rehabilitation. Their effort
is to prevent the prostitutes’ daughters from entering into
their mothers’ profession.
Swyamsiddha ($16K), Janvikas Foundation- project
mentors the women and youth to make right choices
about their future life and career by providing access to
education, information and networking opportunities, and
micro finance through self-help groups.
Pure and Safe Drinking Water ($8K) “Grant a Smile”
in partnership with Rotary Organization.
Maytrin
***
1-877-MAYTRIN
A TOLL FREE HOTLINE FOR WOMEN.
EMPOWERMENT THROUGH DIALOGUE.
For the last 11 years, the Maharashtra Foundation has
sponsored and supported the 1-877-MAYTRIN project.
Started in 1999, by Sunita Dhumale, it is currently the
only MF project that is local, that is to say it operates in,
and works for residents of North America.
The project is essentially a counseling or help line for
women, where a trained volunteer is available 24/7 to
listen to, counsel, support and assist the caller. Relying
on the support of a large number of professionals who
volunteer their services, the staff can direct the caller to
the services they might need, often at low or no cost to
the caller. The uniqueness of the service lies in the fact
that the caller at no time has to reveal her identity to avail
of the facility.
Existence of the problems of the expatriate female has
now been accepted and Air India has this year agreed to
provide information on this service to its USA and
Canada bound female passengers. The US consulate in
Mumbai too, has agreed to make available information on
the 1-877-MAYTRIN project. Over the last 11 years, the
number of calls has increased significantly, and there
have been many “success stories.” However, success is
measured not in a legal or economic resolution of
conflicts, but in the building up of the lost self
confidence, in making the female caller take charge of
her life, regain the ability to make her own decisions, and
live her life with dignity.
Although the project operates on a very low annual
budget, donations are welcome to support this worthy and
local venture.
- Sunita Dhumale

- Arundhati Vinod

President, Maharashtra Foundation
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Some Memoirs: Journey of Maharashtra Foundation...
most of the donors lived in NY- NJ area. I worked
as a Treasurer, Secretary and President during 19881993 and then continued to work as a member of DC for
the following five or six years.

Maharashtra Foundation (MF) was established in 1978 in
Rochester, NY by a few Marathi speaking individuals:
Mr. Yeshvant Kanitkar, Dr. Vishvanath Date, etc. Their
aim was to establish and register MF as a charitable
organization in USA that would enable the mainly
Marathi speaking people residing in USA to donate funds
that could be sent to registered charitable organizations in
India. The organizations receiving funds were to be
predominantly located in Maharashtra so that monitoring
of projects and funds would be easy. As most donors
would be Marathi speaking the name Maharashtra
Foundation rather than India Foundation was chosen.

Some stalwart names of the MF EC include Rajan
Gadkari, Vijay Zarapkar, Hrishikesh Vinod, Narayan
Murthi, Vidya Hardikar, SaritaVaishampayan, Shirish
Gupte among others. While a lot of EC / DC members
and other volunteers worked hard for MF, the credit for
initiating a Fund raising event to attract more donations
and enlarge the donor base goes to Rajan Gadkari. His
idea was to have an annual fundraising night in New
Jersey as many Marathi speaking people live in New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania). In
1988, Rajan organized an entertainment program called
“Mendichya Panaavar” with talented local singers and
musicians. With the effort and help of many volunteers’
the event was a tremendous success.

1978- the first year had probably fifty or less donor
members with the total amount of donations of less than a
thousand dollars. As the word spread amongst Marathi
speaking people both the number of donors and donations
collected increased gradually. I met Mr. Kanitkar at the
home of our mutual friend Mr. Ashok Kamerkar sometime in the summer of 1978. He explained that he and
some friends were in the process of establishing MF. The
idea intrigued me, and I offered to help in any manner I
could and formally joined MF as a member donor and an
‘Area coordinator’ for the NY-NJ area sometime in 1979.
As an ‘Area coordinator’, I called friends and
acquaintances to tell them about MF and urge them to
send donations. I vaguely remember that we collected
pledges and donations of two to three hundred dollars at a
“Varyavarchi Varat” performance presented by Ashok
Kamerkar and his friends at Maharashtra Mandal, NY in
the summer of 1981.

A unique fact about MF is that EC, DC members, area
coordinators and others are volunteers and are not paid.
Thus the only expenses of MF include printing, postage
and other miscellaneous expenses. Thus MF is proud to
state that 95% or more of the donations collected are sent
to the charitable organizations in U.S. and India. MF has
maintained this tradition throughout its existence of over
thirty years.
- Kamalakar Pendse

Giving

I was a member of the Disbursement committee 1981 to
2000 except for 3 to 4 years that I served on the EC of
MF. By 1983 it was noticed that a sizable portion of
donations received in a year was earmarked by the donors
to the organizations of their choice, leaving a relatively
small amount for general disbursement. So, around 1984,
MF introduced the concept of Life and Patron members.
With a donation of $500 you became a life member and
$1000 a Patron member. All donations of Life / Patron
members were set aside in a separate Endowment Fund.
The interest on the deposits in the Endowment Fund was
then used to add to the amount available for general
disbursement.

Math of ‘Giving’ has a fundamental law
For it is compounded what we sow
A simple 'Giving' generates a great value- trend
For it proves, how simple is to mend
Reaching out needy makes a significant step
For it uplifts a dark shadowed Cape
Business of ‘Giving’ has a special account
For it proves, even a petty fraction counts!

Until 1987, the activities of MF were conducted from
Rochester, NY. As the number of donors and total
donations were steadily increasing each year. The
operation was moved to New York City in 1988 as

- Vinata Kulkarni
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